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It appears from Sir Henry Herbert's Office-book
that the king's company between the years 1622 and
1641 produced either at Blackfriars or the Globe at
least four new plays every year. Every play, before
it was represented on the stage, was licensed by the
Master of the Revels, for which he received in the
time of Queen Elizabeth but a noble, though at a
subsequent period the stated fee on this occasion
rose to two pounds.

Neither Queen Elizabeth, nor King James the
First, nor Charles the First, I believe, ever went to
the publick theatre; but they frequently ordered
plays to be performed at court, which were repre-
sented in the royal theatre called the Cockpit, in
Whitehall: and the actors of the king's company were
sometimes commanded to attend his majesty in his
summer's progress, to perform before him in the coun-
try 6, Queen Henrietta Maria, however, went some-

So, in The Play-house to be Let, by SirW. D'Avenant:

" Poet. Do you set up for yourselves, and profess wit,
" Without help of your authors ?    Take heed, sirs,
*' You'll get few customers.

" Housekeeper. Yes, we shall have the poets.
" Poet. *Tis because they pay nothing for their entrance"
* "Whereas William Pen,'Thomas Hobbes, William Trigg,
William Patrick, Richard Baxter, Alexander Gough, William
Hart, and Richard Hawley, together with ten more or there-
abouts of their fellows, his majesties comedians, and of the regu-
lar company of players in the Blackfryers, London, are com-
maunded to attend his majestie, and be nigh about the court
this summer progress, in readiness, when they shall be called
upon to act before his majestie: for the better enabling
and encouraging them whereunto, his majesty is graciously
pleased that they shall, as well before his majesties setting forth
on his maine progresse, as in all that time, and after, till they
shall have occasion to returne homewards, have all freedome and
liberty to repayre unto all towns corporate, mercate townes, and
other, where they shall thinke fitt, and there in their common
halls, mootehalls, school-houses, or other convenient roomes, act
playes., comedyes, and interludes, without any lett, hinderance, or
jnolestation whatsoever, (behaving themselves civilly.) And